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THE ADVOCATE.
DEAD IN THE DESERT.

A CHRISTMAS STORY BY ALFRED R. CAl-
HOUX.

[Copyright, 1901, by Amerlean Press Assoela-
tion.]

. T WAS the 24th
. of December,
18I0, 1 was at that
time in clinrge of
& division of en.
gineers who were
mnking w survey
of the
desert from the
Needles on _the
Great (_‘ulurmlui
to Los Angeles |
on the Pacific,

For_a mooth |
fhe officers and
wmen  bad  been |
engerly looking |
forward to spending the Christinas holi- |
days in the beantiful townof San Ber- |
nardino, on the other side of tho Sierras,

On the 231 the wagons, pack wmules
and all the men, excepting thres who |
reatined back to complete some T.'I-rki
with myself, orossed the range that |
separates the Mojave (promonnced Mo- |
hiv-ou) desert from the fowering and |
fruitful pacadise of sputhern Culifornia, |

For six weeks we had beem working |
in the desert, ranning lines, taking |
elovations and plotting onr work at|
night by the smoky light of dried |
creosote and gapless sage brugh, At
times we were sixty miles from the |
nenrest water, and when obtained the
water was alkaline, Many of our puck
males, maddened by thirst, broke their
ropes and wandered further iuto the
desert to die,

Hard tack and bacon, and not too
much of that, had been the ouly food of |
the men since we entered the desert, |
and so the most cheerful became grum, |
and the skin of the youngest grew U3
and parched ak that of a mummy, I

We did our work in silence; even the
officers came to speak in whispers, for
our throats wers dry and our lips
eracked. Everything with molstare in
it parched aa if in a farnaco.

The alkali on the level expanses looked
fike dszsling snow, The fantastic hills |
and mess were crumbling and burning |
up in the forceful and persiatent fires of

M Hive

oxidation. And amid all this the mirages 177 Lonis? and the dog starts up sad |

would appear to mock us with lakes and |
sireams in which were reflocted the
spires, domes and mivarets of grand

oriental eities, such as might have been |

built by the genil of architectnre,
It was half past 0 in the afterncon,
N A and we to rench the pass by dark,
where horses weonld enrry us to the
< :wl before midnight and Christmas
:-“' 'i- onr horses on, We AW
W threo vultures rising from & dark object
{0 o little to the right, A glance throngh
ey 5 my fleld glass revouled the outlines of &
L 4 hot, Soniebed o
A Year of this wild 1ife had accustomed
y na to shch Yet w8 our hearis
B it e o s
e ;
7 e B foud o W for baihing;
' .':“r'n'l Py *‘ -.' \
WAL ;
) oMy . ¢ ey
ﬂk.
. ouel

* Ui man was of medium helgnt, nna
the catbine, pistels and kuife, still Lelted] |
about his shrunken waist, indieated abil- |
ity to resist. He was young. The long,
durk hair aud the silky wmustache,
through which the white teeth gleamed,
told this, We opened the saddlebags
und found $200 in gold, the titles ton
lot of Californin mining lunds made out
to one *‘Louis Bolton,” and a bandle of
letters tied with a blue rihhon, .

In the middle of the bundls there were |
two vignettes—one that of a eweet faced,
motherly Indy, the other that of n bean-
titnl girl, the name “Dora®™ at the bot-!
to of the pictme being surronnded by
a deliontely painted wreath of forget-
tienota,

These lottors at

worn  dated o T

Elma," but, na the envelapes were (e
stroyidd, there was notling to indicat

the town, stite or land. One vead ae|
follows, and, auriously enough, it was|
dated Christ=nas eve, a year before:

“MY Dapraxg Boy—I think of you at,
all times, but on Ohristmas eve von fill |
wy heart so that I can think of nothing
glso, and il it were not for Dora, who
haa come to cheer mo, I fear I could naot |
stand it. ‘“Where is vy Lonis tonight?

| This question huunts me, and I picture

yon out in the deserts of that wild lund,
homeleass and friendless, still hanting for
gold. Ab, iy boy, come back! Better
poverty tha v this awfnl snxiety, DBat
we eannot Lo poor where there is &
much loye.”

The letter continued at length in this
vein, and &t ended, “With love and
kisses snd blessings from Mother.” |

The next letter was also written at
“The Bltns” on Christinas eve, just a year
before, I wannot pretend to guote 16 in
fall, but every line bespoke a noble
womanhood and a profound love for the
nbsent Lonis,

“Do not think me jwpatient,” she
nrged, "Imt I feel wore and move that
wealth does not mean happioess, and
tiuat the noblest manhood 18 ot desal-
oped in the Berce struggle for gold, And
then, iy darling, the world iz not s
fell of objects worthy our love that we
cun nfford to live our brief lives apart,

“You mnst not think that I am indif- |
[eremt to the self denial you exert snd |
the sufferiogs yon endure, 1 often funecy
myself s man out seeldng my forinne in
that land of wonders; bat I shadder |

when I think tiiat yon ase sarronuded |
by the dangers which iy fancy conjures |

“il. L B

oie Cpisfs 1n tne Ngno of the sertng sun,
We fonmd fresh hopses at the pass, and
then, althongh quite lired, we pushed on
with all spesd for the beuntiful fown of
Ban Bernardino,
We were out of the desert, The odor
of orange blrssoms and perenmal helio-

| tropo. filled the afr, and the ripple of

water ¢ame to gur ears whetever we
relned in oor horses.

There never was such a clear, glorions |
Chrishmas ece since the wise men from |

the east followed the star to Bethlehowm

and the manger in which lay the Chriss !

child, Lights finghed throngh thegroves,

indieating the happy abodes of gettlers, |
and now and then we heard n song that |

told of home; and the musieal lauvghter
of children whose specinl eve it was.

We found the botel widazs with lght.
There were
wreaths and ban- =
neracver windows - —
and doors,  Therye
were flowera and

the Tanes of beantifnl
women and handsome
wherever one tarned.,  From the
wida parlors came the rvthmic fall of
feet and phe swell of mugic.

Here was Fiden, but on asking the
landlord the reason for these festivities,
he veglied:

“It is u wedding, Mr. Louis Balton,
whose bride and mother reached hore
yesterday from the enst, was warried to-
night.™

“Lonis  Bolton®"

men

I ropeated, ang, 1

{ thoughi of the dend wman out on tae |

desert.

“Yea: here he is.
him."

The landlord introduced me to a tall,
handsome young man, and I at once

Lot mo introduce

A WEDDING I'RESENT. |

Hearkon! how m{mﬂuud.ﬁm

; Bon ihe m”‘:ﬂ:‘hﬁlh &

wlghes, o mil holy,
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 Whas we keep U6 Chiristans tine.
i, 2

|t %ﬁ.ﬁ! 5 n'!'tl.be mmnl;im.
f| TP k) tmﬁnlhonhm

l‘%odcd with cﬂ.:rl gt —
‘ondering hear eSSt
Cuotne and lot ua htiu: gg! Itim,
Lot ux findl Ll and adore him.
Peace ou oarth this child doth pros
w.n 1
Sing your Joy, O Ohristmns chime!
Lot vn keep the Christmas time,
Lot all strife and hatred conse,
Kindnoss va, good will anid peace,
Thus we Lflmp tho Christmas e,

11L
Hearken! »til (he Christmas chime
Bings on sarth s sosige sablime!
"_"‘E‘\-rlr tho Mgl sped
Hy wondrous star boam led,
~ Goldand myrrh, and incense offer,
He btbngos ot -—yes, e the nighest
Druweth nunto tGod the Highest
Who & Leart of love doth proffer,”

Ring your oy, O Carlstnins ehimel
Lt us Xoep the Christrnmns Hime.
Love shatl be (lin lnw to bind
Tn one bend AU humankiud,

Thus we keep thie Cheistmas time.
—Luntnry,
! WHAT CHRISTMAS MEANS, .

| Celebrated a8 & Holy Day Sinee the Vour
| of Our Lord 98,
| At midnight on the 85th of this wonth
| the birthday of the Savionr of mankind
will have been celebrated for the seven-
{teen hundiwd and ninetysecond tine,
| for Christmay was firit kept ag . holy
day A. D. 98, 'We bave no means of de

| termining the exact date of the Sevionrs

nutivity.
: As to the year, prepvnderance of oplo-
Lion and of such evidence ns we sy
seems to favor that of 40r 5 B €. As
{to the niontli, December is the height of
the rainy seasom in Judea, and, there
fare, the fact, as stated Ly the New Tes
tament, that shepherds were watching
| their Aogles on its plains while stars wor
Cshinfng o the hieavens oh the night o
the Savieur's birth, makes it extremely
unlikely that it could have occarred in
that month. Mmny Jearned treatises
have been written and plausibile aren-
ments advanced to prove that it mnst
| have taken splace in October, bat e
qnestion will ever rémain in abevance
For the fiest three centnries Christns
was one of the most mavable of all re
ligious festivals. The Eastern church
observed Jun: 8 as the anniversary both
of Christ’s birth and civoumcision. But
in the Fourth centiey Pope Julins 1 or
dered au investigation of the mautter
und after long deltberution. the theolo
gians of both the past and the west
unifed In sppointing Dec. 23 to e kop?

as Christ's birthday. It seemns not i
¢« orobablo that in selecting Doe, 25 ax the
| date of the grewtest event save ons—iii

crucifixion—in the workl's history the
worthy fathers were inflnenced by a
#ire to supplant the wmany heathen
tivals of the winter solatice. soch as 1

Satornalin, or great festival of Satnop
and Ops, which begou on Dec. 19 o1
aftér Cmaar's reforioation of the eain

das on the 1710 and continne:
days.

This presnmption is wude vore pr -
| sble from the fact that for wuny conin. |
| rigs the festivities of Cheistus woro
prolonged until **Twellth night.” Jan ),
and even till Candlemas day, Fol. 2,
while they usnally began as carly s 1hwe
night before Al Saints’ Dav. or 1l
loween, 1l shivwinge tha desire o
enrly fothers of the chureh to mala
henthen couverts tw Christinpity
that they huad Jost notidng
plepsure und enjovmeut by the sin i
tution of the Christiun festival fui the
|| heathen one,

for seven

in harn

! Not only did the Romaus observe tiis
{ period of the year as o time for north
{nod rejoleing, but many of onr nost
| fnmiliny Christmas usages are derived
from the old heanthen festivals wiich
Christmns replacsd. The castorn of

giving Christmns presents, now so ani
versully observed, was devived fron the
| old Roman Satarnalis or Feast of Satirn,
| above mentioned, at which It was cus-

“Nero, grown fot and Iazy, lies at my | ook Lim to my room and showed him | tomary for all the wenbors of s b
Feot ns 1 wrice, 1 eall your naine, ‘Loufs! | the arms snd saddlebags,

. S —

W

Y

As moon as be saw the titles, ho threw
| his arins abont my neck, und to my sar-
| priso he kissed e and shonted;

|  “Yon havo brought a wedding present
| that makes s rich, rich as auy honest
| man wants to be!”

Briefly, Mr. Bolton's papers and much
of his ready money bad' been stolon . .x
mionths bofore by a Mexican desporudo
numed Guan Chaaz, | The wan was
chumsod into the desert where e perished,
[nnd 80 my sympathy was wustel,

I met the dewr mothor, ard 1 et

Liealth and prosperity nathe church bells
rung in Christmas day, '

’ T Have & Good Veloe.

I you bave osly the siosllest guap-
tity of voles, sultivate what you have,
develop more and loarn the art of sing-
ing. That e ol you will find it neses.
wry 1o do o onder 1o beetie i Yory

Ly il b 0

| ey 3 y &
| i

g

“Dops that night, snd l dran' to their |

plemaing
::;hvn LY vepresen s tnouths |
and even of pplie y

1-‘ - ..'

| hold to offer gifts to one another.

| The Yuls clog, or log—t#he great stick
i Uf lhuln'!‘ plnn-d in oldea thues upon the
| Christmns fire—was derived froin the
Saxon feastof Jul or Yul, at which a
{ Aimilar piece of timber gave the prino
pul fire and the principal light. The
Yule clog and the superstitions con
nected with it are among the most ven-
erablo of Olristuns sssociutions. The
Yule glogs that bluzed in the vast halls
of the old Buglish feudal barons of the
Middle Ages waro hiuge trees, and woe an
told that even just before the clise u
the last coutury the mansion of an Koy
{ Hah gontlempan resbding near sbirews
bury was tolally destroyed by fire iv
cousequenos of 1oo Jaxge s Yaolo log hav
ing been lighted on his hearthatone
When the ule d(-]l was pot all oom
sumed befors davwn and barged on ot
the light of Chviatimoas day, its aalics wers
aavefully preveryved nutil the west Chirist/
s ovwe,

u:uu- he

The vustom of d
s wit

u |
e iy
g s has aleo

fon

|  The name of Christmas assigued to

f known of the old Christinas observiances,
{mext to the pving of presents, ia the

| pess of dolug suely an sat will ill.p‘f. na

Land s Yictonial and deamatio

oruted, the cinrch sought to oo
- these beathen festivities and tot{l!;:up

the mings of the people to something

the day was regarded both as & holy
cemmemorntion of & most serel svent
and ne o, mirthful, joyons festival, In
the Middle Ages the festive observinces
of . the duy olten so far overtopped its
more sucred fentures that the olergy
| Wore frequently compelled to cheek the
| wnseemly merriment of their flocks,

| the festival was derived from Christ and I

| the Suxon masess or mass, and the two |

| Words were corabined to denote w spaciil
| #ervice in honor of the birth of the Son |
[ of God, [

Probably ore of the most generally

ginging of Christmas coavle, These were

]l’l““" canticles denlgmed (o raplace the

vibald songs of the old heathen feutivaly,

{and the custom of childven aud oven
| grown people guing about from howuss
itq hovse singiug thefn at the door on
[ Christas eve and being rewarded with
[ Christmas cheer and Christmus spend- '
{ Ing woney iswmirtained in wany parts
pulg Fudand even wt the present day,—
| :\hx 'I-qu Werkl |

ITO A SPRAY OF MISTLETOE. |

LA omEISTMAS $OLILOQEY,) l

One year ago nbove the door |
You hupg, and she was thore,

I kissed her then, beenuse of yon, !

And then upnn the stale ‘

!

We sat and talked, Hernusenf you
My arm stole rownd bor walst,

A nd then, beennuse of you ance eors,
I Kissed hor. This tn baste:

For lier papa was vp above,
And down Uhie stadr Lo cume,
This was last year, nnd yet 1'm still,
Becanso uf you, quite lame.
Tom Masson,

The Truth About It. |

Stuffer—What do you think? Jones
has actually invited me to dine with ki !
on Christines duy at his boarding house, |

Dushaway -—-Ha!l hal  Did you ask bim |
if he had a grudge sgainst you? |

Stoffer—Yes, He snid no; that he had
w grudge ngainst the landlady. I

1
CHRISTMAS APHORISMS. I

Pope Talesphorue, who died befors the

middle of the Becond century,
-anonizing, if for nothing else, for inuti. |
tuting Chiristmus ns a fostival
been celobrated ever sinee in all Chrie- |
tlan lands, and has givens more happl-

neas to children than any day in the

ealendar, Making ohildren bappy h'
the essence of Chrlstianity.

OF lute years, Christmus has hcmnnal

for more n domestio and merrymaking |

holiday than a religious one. But it s
religions In the best sense, since it is o
day of peace and rest, and opens the |
heart (o humsn needs and bhaman syp- |
pathies /
The most satisfactory way to obserye
Christinas is to do ab least one good sot
to soie of our fellows,  The consolons.

to do others, and so sanclify the day as
to make it ever weloowie,

Christmas s always smocisted with
regurded

gentationt of the princip 1eveuts in the . thealogy, from
life of him whose Lirth it commems | 4

higher und holier, thongh from the fires |

X '; ‘l:
;!,I'r’l ‘.zé‘_ i) '*
p g s 5:,.\‘ M Ty
: B S
Wwarl mankind, 1t (s donbthes: (o this | it oF
. al amaciation of the: | them for a
m}th Tove that ths Engliah onstom, Mo oo
witleh stil] ol ajmn, uf euforeing the fop o
A Belt of o kies from nny female who 1k | et
conghit ungder & branchof it at Christinas €lho wi ad
u..ll!ﬂd'{ulwr_-_ eotecion part
By the velebiration of Chrlstumas, With 1o the nesly: e :
it grand ]ilnrw_v, ity magnificent mnsic Sppetite. &

tmight sign
itate

sl people to at— =
Christomas r
For tm&
in his qoadnt '
drede Pointes
but it,was pevvions to
ud  boen lssned o § B
“ Alexnndss and tha
comelisdon of whigh'
“Colloction of
Bounce velvef
Clhirlst mas comad. )
And when it comes
But when it's T
[Nate—Bouncy

0

£y

| “throw nway your old el N

Again, in a rre teact
1858, are tho Hness -
Laot's dance atd sing and maks
Forﬂhrlﬂmumdll.-_ SUt Unea
Herrick, in his * :

sparts,
That tost up, alter .
Of Blindaman buffe, sod
That yonng men Lave i
Of Anh-honpes, (n the whish
Husbayds and wives Lv stroak
Of ernekling laurell, w,'
A plentoons harveat to
A writer in The
for May, 1764, tells ue thad

ing the Wassail bowl or sp WaK,

probability, owing to :

in the same manner they

Feust of Yule. Thers was:
vorthern nalions so much:

ns comousing ale; eepsaially st
san, when Aghtihg was =43
likewius thelr enstom =% all’

| for the mnnster of the hogsms &

himself, and thol give to

the beginuing of Decem

which salutary sdvieo l‘lﬂn a

Fiftoenth ceatnries, and of M
While my
“With the st year's fin
Light tho now ik, '}J.

bowl or plteher; to deftde ot of
next, and # i¢ went aropnd, "
In Poor Rolin% Alinan
Now blnoks ta vlasrs (s | #
‘Unlost Chirlstusas fof o
ed in northern Intitndes, alds
The Yuls log ﬂgum i dn .
pootry of the Thirtenail, et
Enys: i /
Come, bad J
a:;ﬂ;my?;% il
Tho Christamas Laog tot r
Rids yo all : Lk
And drink te 1“??"!*
For good succens in his L}
On your ywnltorios play,

s T'lnut‘lawu‘:.huk o WA Ll
“ome while { . 4
Divink now ih’:' =

Cut the wlite loats horw +
The while the ment Iy ; J

For Lo rare minge LYo
And the plams staupd by
To {11 vhe Daste that's :
Arnexy P,
——r v ——ini g

Can't Wave Too Muoh ﬂ.m

—

Clara-—-Did  you

desorved | card dour?

Muauwle—~Yes; nodd

It bas pived that eard 5o

Bwansdown when . AU
year that I thought L
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